Orangeville & District Hor2cultural Society
celebrates its 50th Anniversary
During this most unprecedented time in our recent history, I want to speak to my fellow
citizens of Orangeville and the surrounding area about the strength of community. Our
community is strong because the will, compassion, and strength that unifies us. Right now, many
of us are scared, unsure and hesitant about the future. In saying that, I want to invite you to look
back to our past and how community spirit molded Orangeville and its surrounding area.
On the 20th of April 1970, The Orangeville and District Horticultural Society was
founded with a gathering of 60 people. Our Board of Directors were sworn in, and we set out to
enhance our town’s appearance.
However, did you know that the current horticultural society is only the most recent
incarnation? From the Orangeville Sun in 1874, “we are glad to learn that an Horticultural
Association has been organized in Orangeville.” This early society started with 94 members. As
noted by our late President, Peter Phillips: “On January 20th, 1876 Dr. H.F. Tuck was elected
President, with A.M. Kirkland as Vice President, Secretary was T.G. Poyntz and the Treasurer
was P.M. Baker.” This day was a rich one in worldwide history as well. It was the day Alexander
Graham Bell officially patented the telephone. In August of 1876, the first summer Flower Show
was hosted with judges from Weston, Guelph, Erin and Cooksville. Featured in the Orangeville
Banner in 1968, a record from 1898 describes the Flower Show in Town Hall as: “Decked in
flowers and fruits, the auditorium looked like a beautiful inside garden. Immense crowds came in
from the surrounding country-side to view the spectacle of beauty.” From various newspaper
reports through 1880-1890s, the Orangeville Horticultural Society was re-organized several
times – even amalgamating with the local Agricultural Society.
Moving in to the 20th century, in 1903, the maple trees in Alexandra Park were planted by
the Horticultural Society.

Like the roots of these century old trees, the Horticultural Society has intertwined itself
into the establishment of Orangeville. In The Story of Ontario Horticultural Societies 1854-1973,
“Toronto … November 1904. Among delegates from Horticultural Societies, who were
registered at this convention were A. Hill, Orangeville.”
In March of 1914, our slogan was “Make Beautiful Orangeville More Beautiful.” In May,
we planted 160 trees along the city streets. As noted in the Heritage Conservation District Study
2017, “In particular, Zina and York Street have mature maple trees on the boulevards that create
a living canopy over the street.” Unfortunately, as World War I was starting, the Society was
disbanded. In 1921 the society was revived again, running for 15 years. On August 27th, 1932 the
Grand Valley Star and Vidette reported that the Horticultural Flower Show held at the Public
Library was: “the largest and most interesting of floral displays in the history of the Society. Of
particular note was the fine showing of Gladioli. Mr. E. [Ernest] A. Parsons, of Orangeville,
acted as judge.” However, at the Annual General Meeting (A.G.M.) on February 27th, 1936 the
Society was disbanded once again, as membership had dropped to 35 members. In those difficult
years between the World Wars and the Depression, people struggled to feed their families,
planting Victory Gardens to help support their own families.

Our current Orangeville and District Horticultural Society has been active now in this
community for 50 years. Coincidentally, our recent Society shares its golden anniversary year,
with another memorable event, Earth Day, founded on April 22nd,1970.
In the 1970 inaugural year, our Society reached out into the community to seek new
members. At that time, the Board was looking for members to assist at the Dufferin Hospital with
the pruning of shrubs and the planting of new flowerbeds.

In an interview with Mr. H. McClelland, one of long-standing members (94 years old), he
reminisced: “…if I remember correctly, the society had a lot to do with the planting, at least of 2
if not 3 flowering crab apples in front of the building.”

Those trees still stand to this day, a testament to the dedication of members of our
community who joined the Horticultural Society. Over the next decade, the Society worked hard
in our local community, taking care of garden beds at the Firehall, Hospital, Legion, ODSS and
the Train Station. By far, the most notable event over these years was the advent of our Annual
Plant Sale. May 13th, 1972 heralded our first sale, with Mr. E. Plowman as our auctioneer. It has
become a tradition that our community looks forward to every year. As a Society, we enjoyed
various trips to see gardens in many parts of Ontario. In our foundling decade, we even reached
beyond our community and planted a Leatherwood shrub at Pioneer Village. By the end of our
first 10 years, we also had a float in our local Santa Claus Parade.

In those years, notable people in our community were members: Mr. Fendley, Mr. & Mrs.
J. Montgomery, Mrs. D. Scaife, Mrs. G. Van Dorssen, Mr. & Mrs. Douglas and Mrs. L. Coulter.
These are just a few of the people who helped to shape our first decade.
Throughout the 1980s, our Society grew and flourished. We celebrated our 10th
Anniversary. In the Fall of 1980, to coincide with the upcoming Centennial of Dufferin County
(1981), the Horticultural Society was responsible for planting 600 tulips and daffodils in front of
the Dufferin Hospital.

Through these years, we also continued with our Flower Shows and of course, our
Annual Plant Sale.
In speaking with local historian and former Museum of Dufferin Curator, W. Townsend,
he noted: “The Horticultural Society has always been the unsung hero of Orangeville. There isn’t
a garden in Orangeville of note that hasn’t bought a plant from the Horticultural Society. People
will often show me a favourite plant in the garden, and I’ll say, ‘where did you get it?’ and they’d
say, ‘at the Horticultural Plant Sale.’”
During the 1980s, we achieved a membership of 230 individuals, with approximately 100
people meeting monthly at the Tweedsmuir Church. We continued to maintain our garden beds,
beautifully marked by the sign designed by Mr. G. Vincer.

Again, our group persevered to keep Orangeville beautiful. Some notable names in this
decade for our Society include: Mr. D. Pounds, E. Nash, L. Power, Mrs. J. Dennie, Mr. H.
McClelland, Mr. & Mrs. Robertson, E. Hogh, B. McIvor, Mr. & Mrs. Leech, Mr. & Mrs. Phillips.
Moving into our third decade, the 1990s brought greater strength to both our Society and
its involvement in our community. We hosted a 3-day Flower Show in Orangeville Mall.

We also now tended a garden bed at Greenwood Cemetery.

Our summer Flower Show was at Westminster Church. In the 1990s, we also began our
famous ‘Open Garden Tours’ where we would invite the community into our private gardens.

We also planted the new Kay Cee Garden, which was supported by TD’s Friends of the
Environment and honoured the 75th Anniversary of CNIB.

In 1995, we celebrated our 25th Anniversary. We shared our Anniversary with the town,
planting a Crimson King Maple

and presenting 2 benches for the community outside of the renovated Town Hall. In this time,
our Society was also influential with the change of venue for the Farmer’s Market. Previously, it
was in Alexandra Park, but due to our concern for the century-old maples, and other citizens’
concerns for our town cenotaph, the Market was moved to its current location on Second Street.
1995 also marked the year that the Society moved to the new Seniors Centre for our monthly
meetings.

In 1996, we adopted our motto “Gardens Are For Sharing”. 1997 saw B. Douglas finally retire as
our Treasurer after 21 years of service. This decade saw a lot of changes and many people
became involved. Some more notable names: Mr. & Mrs. French, D. MacAvoy, Mr. & Mrs.
Soules, J. Weigard, Mr. & Mrs. Dorie.
In a new millennium, and our fourth decade, we saw again, many changes within our
Society. We continue to maintain our wonderful beds, which have changed over the years. Our
Flower Shows are still beautiful, and as always, our Annual Plant Sale continues.

We cheerfully work in our community beds, making them a treat for visual and olfactory
stimulation. As a Society, we continued our traditions and shared in our mutual successes. In
2009, the George Douglas Trail opened. Notable names in this decade include: D. Meades, J.

Cutter, P. Hughes, T. Robinson, T. Symons, L. Radman, S. Rees, L. Hare, E. Coish, T.
McKibbon, Mr. & Mrs. Wong, S. Orlando and many more.
In our most recent decade, celebrating now fifty years as our modern Orangeville &
District Horticultural Society we saw many more exciting changes. E. Hogh marked 25 years as
our yearbook editor and was able to retire as P. Hughes took over. We also joined the world wide
web in 2011, courtesy of L. Radman www.orangevillehort.org . M. Leech resigns as newsletter
editor after 16 years. 2013 also saw K. Burrows take over as the Society’s photographer. 2017
marked Canada’s 150th Anniversary. We helped celebrate, with a tribute to our country at
Greenwood Cemetery.

Over the next few years, we celebrated some more triumphs as a Society. In 2018 we won
the Ontario Horticultural Association’s (OHA) “Pollinator Garden” Award. After many different
venues, our Annual Plant Sale now occurs at the “Hockley Holding Garden.”

At the close of this decade, we saw J. Phillips step down from serving on our Board for
34 years. The 10 public gardens we service with our “Gardening Angels” include: Alexandra

Park, Orangeville District High School, Greenwood Cemetery, The Orangeville Seniors Centre,
Kay Cee Gardens, C Line Public Works, Orangeville Firehall, Orangeville Police Station, the
Centre Street Communtiy Garden and Alder Rec Centre. All these garden beds are marked with
our distinctive emblem of an orange daylily.

In our fifth decade some notable names include G. Coish, H. Speers, J. Dimakos, K.
Sutton, V. Petho
As you can see, our Horticultural Society has changed over the years, but our impact on
the community is unfaltering. We strive to beautify the Town of Orangeville and its
surroundings. This year of 2020 has brought us so many challenges with COVID-19 and social
distancing. As a community, we have had challenges, but Orangeville has persevered. In saying
that, The Orangeville & District Horticultural Society has been an integral part of Orangeville for
a very long time. We hope that you have enjoyed a look back at our history. We now look to the
future, getting back to tending our gardens for our beautiful Town of Orangeville. Join us, raise a
toast, a golden 50 years!
By: Vivian Petho – Orangeville & District Horticultural Society Archivist
With Special Thanks to: P. Phillips, J. Cutter, W. Townsend, H. McClelland, K. Burrows, our
archival photos and the members of our Society.

